Decorative Arts and Design in NYC
Touring Collections, Museums, and Highlights - Fall 2011

Class time: 

Wednesday 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

email: 

daniella.ohad.nyc@gmail.com 

Phone number  
(917) 238-1065
This course explores the season's most exciting design events. Focusing on design culture, it examines periods, styles, and idioms in modern design and decorative arts through material on display at New York City’s major collections, museums, private galleries, art fairs, historic houses, and auction houses. We examine modes and directions that came to shape the course of design, as they are portrayed in the material world, furniture and furnishings, interior décor, porcelain, metalwork, ceramics, glass, textiles, and other accessories. 
Bio

Daniella Ohad Smith received her Ph.D. degree from the Bard Graduate Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts, Design and Culture. For the past two decades, she has taught design history and theory, decorative arts, collecting, and material culture in academic institutions and public programs, such as Parsons the New School for Design, Bard College, Pratt Institute, School of Visual Art, Cooper Union, and Bezalel Academy of Art and Design. She is a frequent lecturer at conferences and design event, publishing extensively, and is serving as an active member of several acquisition committees of public collections in the field of modern decorative arts and design. Daniella has curated private collections of twentieth-century and contemporary design.
Program
October 5

The Museum of the City of New York 
The American Style: Colonial Revival in the Modern Metropolis
Through the display of photographs, furnishing, and decorative arts, this show explores the Colonial Revival as being practiced from the end of the 19th century through the 21st century, examining the work of some of the icon personalities and firms that have shaped the city, such as McKim, Mead & White and Delano & Aldrich, and Tiffany's. 
October 12

The Brooklyn Museum

19th-Century Modern

The show comes to demonstrate that some principles of Modernism in design were formulated long before the emergence of the Modern Movement. The taste and language associated with the Modern Movement: machine aesthetics, geometrical and abstract forms, organic curves, and industrial materials, are rooted in fact in the work of such designers as Samuel Gragg, George Hunzinger, and Christopher Dresser, all active in the 19th century.

October 19
Museum of Arts and Design

Crafting Modernism: Midcentury American Art and Design

The exhibition surveys the American Studio Movement, which had produced everyday objects in the studio from the 1940s through 1969. Clay, fiber, wood, metal, glass, and alternative materials, were all practiced in the United States during the postwar era, offering an alternative to mass-produced industrial design. Through the lens of the connections between craft and design, the show focuses on work by such figures as George Nakashima, Isamu Noguchi, Wendell Castle, Jack Lenor Larsen, and Sheila Hicks.

November 2
Touring Design Galleries

Meeting 10 Greene Street
November 11
Pavilion of Arts and Design
Meeting at 12:00 at the lobby of the Armory at Park Ave @ 67th Street
November 16
Visit the private collection of Fern Cohen
Meeting at Penn Station at 9:30 am.

December 14

Sotheby's – Touring the 20th century and Contemporary Design Sale
Meeting at the lobby of Sotheby's on York Avenue @ 72nd Street
December 21
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Duncan Phyfe: Master Cabinetmaker in New York
In the early 1800s, the NYC-based cabinetmaker Duncan Phyfe (1770–1854) was the most popular furniture maker in the country. The exhibition, the first retrospective on the celebrated designers comes to reintroduce his work to the contemporary audience. 
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